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I. Basis of the report 


1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
Q j the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages 1-13 


, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 


, filed with the letter of 


the claims: 


5-12 


pages 


, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 


pages 


1-4 


m , filed with the letter of 03 December 2004 (03.12.2004) 


the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 


1/3-3/3 


, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 


. , filed with the letter of 


I | the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 


, as originally filed 

_ , filed with the demand 


filed with the letter of 


2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is* 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ 

contained in the international application in written form, 
filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 


□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 


international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

the description, pages . 

the claims, Nos. 

□ ~ ~ ~~ 


the drawings, sheets/fig . 


5 This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 

* 1 — 1 beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been famished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70.17). 

+*Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. 

Statement 



Novelty (N) Claims 1 

-12 YES 


Claims 

NO 


Inventive step (IS) Claims 1 

-12 YES 


Claims 

NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1 

-12 yes 


Claims 

NO 

2. 

Citations and explanations 



1 . This report makes reference to the 

following 


document : 



Dl: US-A-3640274 



2. Document Dl, which is considered to represent the 


most relevant prior art, discloses 

(cf. figure 17) a 


conditioning and dispensing device 

from which the 


subject matter of claim 1 differs in that the 


linking means comprise at least one end portion that 


starts at least at one of the ends 

of the 1 inking 


means and is oriented so as to diverge from a zone 


shaped as a flat vertical strip which contains a 


geometric line that connects the actuator directly 


to the outlet element . 



The subject matter of claim 1 is therefore novel 


(PCT Article 33 (2) ) . 



The present invention can therefore 

be considered to 


address the problem of providing a 

device which does 


not require imposing an excessive curvature to the 


linking means when the distance between the actuator 


and the outlet element in the horizontal direction 
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is short or inexistent . 


Neither Dl nor the other documents cited in the 
search report or in the description of the 
application shows or suggests the solution in the 
characterising part of claim 1, and consequently the 
subject matter of claim 1 of the present application 
is considered to involve an inventive step (PCT 
Article 33 (3) ) . 

3. Claims 2-12 are dependent on claim 1 and thus also 
meet the PCT novelty and inventive step 
requirements . 


4 . The vague and imprecise wording used in the last 
paragraph of page 13 of the description gives the 
impression that the subject matter for which 
protection is sought does not correspond to the 
subject matter defined in the claims. This leads to 
a lack of clarity (PCT Article 6) when the 
description is used to interpret the claims. 
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